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St. Peter's Kierch is a.two and one-half story, Georgian style'’

structure built with red sandstone that has been cut and coursed.
The church is rectangular in shape and has a moderate-pitched gable
roof. Originally, the church had a gallery on the east, south, and
west. The wine glass pulpit on the north is supported by a post
eight to ten feet high and is reached by a narrow winding stairway.
The ‘church may be entered from either -High or Union Streets, with
the main entrance on High Street via the church yard. A stairway
leads from each entrance to 'the gallery, meeting in the southwest
corner. The windows contain forty-four diminutive panes each
(eleven high and four across). The panes are approximately nine

by twelve inches and the windows are highlighted by an arch and
keystone on the top and sill on the bottom. Each side of the
churech contains three windows that reach to the second story.

The floor is made of bricks, nine inches square. The pews
are narrow and high with straight backsy For the first sixty
years of its,existence the church did not contain any means of
heating. In '1813 a bell tower was added at the rear. The tower
contains abelfry and is topped with a weathervane and ball above.
The main door is in a recessed doorway and is topped with a lintel.
An arch with keystone above ig atop the lintel The entire church
is surrounded by a white picket fence, : :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE. ~ e 4

St. Peter's Kierch (Church) of Middletown marks the advancement
of colonial Lutheranism from Philadelphia to the more sparsely inhab-
ited portions of western (now central) Pemnsylvania. Through the
industrious ministry of the Reverend Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, known

~ as the "Patriarch of the Imtheran Church in America," settlements
were provided with churches and ministers. As was the case with St.
Pgter's, the ministers were assigned to several churches in the area
and traveled from one to the other holding services at intervals of
two to three weeks in a particular church.

Land for St. Peter's was purchased for a nominal fee from George
Fisher, founder of Middletown. The land was retained in a trust .for
the sum of one grain of wheat per annum, payable on the first of May.
The cornerstone was laid on July 12, 1767, but the building was not
completed until late that year as is evidenced in the journals of

"Reve;end Maihlenberg who noted that =t the time of the first service
on September 12, 1767, there were no windows or doors. In the first
congregation there were sixty-six adults and sixty-eight younger
members.,

Services were held in this edifice until January 26, 1879, when
the present church, constructed in 1877-8, was first occupied. This
church, known today as St. Peter's Evangellcal Intheran Church, is .
located next to the parlsh house erected in 1929

St. Peter's Kierch stands today as a tribute to the pioneer
spirit of the German Imtheran settlers who inhabited. and developed
tha eonbral Ponnoylvanla area. Middlotown, located midway belween
Lancaster and Carlisle and a part of Lancaster County until 1785,
functioned as the hub of activity of the expanding young state.

A section of the Chronicles of Middletown states that "Middlteown
was at this time the center of business and population in this
section of Lancaster County for Harrisburg had no existence until
ten years later...." In 1785 Middietown and its surroundlng area
were incorporated into Dauphin County.
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8. Significance (cont.)

St. Peter's Kierch represents the esriy ssadstone church

in 2 rural commnity. For its time and lecation, it can be
considerad as a quite elegant structure.

The elegénce of the church is woll illucstirated

in its refining reatures. Cn the exiterior thers amm iis
large rulti-pane windows, moulded cornice, semi-circular
stone arches and its small tower section, which was added
later. The interior features a brick floor, straight back
pews, gallery and wine glass puplit. The use of contras-
ting lintel beams and keystones as well as rzised panel -
doors and heavy protruding sills justifies the architectur-
&1 merit of the structure, In conclusion, while the church
has undergone some minor alteration, it remains basically
intact both on the intericr snd exterior,
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